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Brayden and Nadia were very excited.
School was almost over for the year and they were going to stay 

at Uncle Fred’s farm for the whole summer.

When the last day of school was finally over, Mom drove over to 

Uncle Fred’s farm.  Brayden and Nadia unpacked their bags and 

went outside to see what was happening on the farm.

Today, there was a big truck blowing sawdust into the barn.  

Brayden knew this meant that there would  be a new batch of 

chicks coming soon.  Nadia was excited.  She loved little chicks.  

They were so soft and fluffy.  She liked to gently hold them in 

her hands.

Uncle Fred smiled.  He knew that in a few days they would 

be running all over the barn and Nadia would have to be careful 

not to step on them.  They were going to take very good care of 

these chicks.



2 7

The next day, another truck brought feed to the farm.  

Brayden and Uncle Fred spent the day getting the barns ready 

for the new chicks.  The barn was nice and clean and Brayden’s 

job was to rake the sawdust so it would be easy for the chicks 

to walk to the feed and water.

Nadia put paper down on top of the sawdust.  She knew that the 

chicks would be too little to get into the feed pans when they 

came.  The feed would be put right on top of the paper for a 

few days.  Uncle Fred told her that chicks are brought to the 

farm on the same day that they hatch so they haven’t had any 

feed or water until they are put in the barn.

It’s very important that they can drink water and eat as soon as 

they get to the farm.

A few hours later, they all went back to see how the chicks 

were doing. Nadia was so happy.  They looked like they 

were enjoying their new home.  They had started moving around.  

Some were pecking at the water and others were eating the 

feed.
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Uncle Fred started heating up the barn.  Brayden 

and Nadia thought it was getting too hot but Uncle Fred 

explained that the chicks don’t get their feathers until they 

are about two weeks old. The barns have to be very warm.

A few days later, Uncle Fred woke the kids up early.  “The new 

chicks are here.  The men from the hatchery are carrying them 

into the barn right now.”

After the hatchery trucks left, Brayden noticed how hungry he 

was.  They went inside and ate breakfast.  Nadia was very quiet.  

She was worried about the chicks.
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Nadia and Brayden hopped out of bed and ran out 

of the house without even eating their breakfast.  There were 

two big trucks from the hatchery unloading the chicks.  The 

chicks were in big plastic boxes and the men gently placed the 

chicks onto the feed that Nadia had put on the paper.  One 

side of the barn didn’t have any lights on.  Uncle Fred said that 

was to keep the chicks close to the heat.  He said all the lights 

would be turned on in a few days and then the chicks would run 

all over the barn, but right now they needed to stay close to the 

heat and the feed under the lights.

Nadia was worried.  The chicks weren’t moving around too 

much and she knew they should drink and eat.  Some of them 

were running around but most of them weren’t moving too far 

away from where the men had placed them.  Uncle Fred was 

busy and told her to close the door so the chicks could settle 

down.
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